
YOUR/YOUR BUDDY’S BACKYARD  
-You know that “parts car” or “restoration project” that’s been sitting there since 1994? That’s a 
race car, fool! Fulfill its destiny.  
 
LEMONS FORUM 
-The Lemons forum has a classified section. There’s a mix of stuff here, from blank-canvas 
projects to recently raced and tech-ready machines. This is a great place to start since the 
sellers know what you’re trying to achieve--although you should still be up to speed on current 
tech rules just in case someone’s selling a car that isn’t up to the latest spec.  
 
CRAIGSLIST 
-Although your ultimate goal is finding a $500 car, you should set your Craigslist search cap 
higher than that. Some cars, especially those with an enthusiast following, will have valuable 
parts (interior, trim, accessories) that you don’t need for Lemons racing but can be sold to bring 
the car down to Lemons pricing. $1500 Mercedes with $1000 worth of miscellaneous stuff? 
You’re golden. Also, Craigslist flakes are rampant--a guy trying to sell a car for $1000 may be so 
burned out by flaky buyers that he’ll jump at your $400 cash offer.  
 
-Get a good list of search terms. Some of our favorites:  

Runs 
Runs but 
Rust 
Back fees 
Won’t pass smog 
Salvage title 
Ugly 
Need to sell 
ASAP 
Wife wants it gone 
 

-When you’re ready to buy a car, search often and have the cash on hand and a tow setup 
ready to go in just a few minutes. You might save a couple hundred bucks if you can take the 
car away the same day the seller posts it. [ER] 
 
-Although Craigslist itself tries to limit using third-party sites to search multiple regions, you can 
usually find a tool to search multiple Craigslist sites. Just google “search all Craigslist” or similar.  
 
RACINGJUNK 
-RacingJunk is one of a handful of racing-specific classified sites. Some of these even have 
Lemons subcategories.  
 
GOVERNMENT/CHARITY/INSURANCE AUCTIONS 



Auctions can be a great place to score a future Lemons car, especially auctions of confiscated 
and abandoned cars by government agencies. Most big cities have a monthly or even weekly 
auction of cars glommed from busted drunk drivers, cars that built up a giant stack of unpaid 
parking tickets, and illegally parked cars. Most of the time, an upcoming city/county car auction 
will have inventory listed online, so keep an eye open for the Datsun F-10, Olds Troféo, or 
Volkswagen Phaeton of your dreams. Typically, you’ll get a few minutes to examine the 
inventory on the morning of the auction, and most of the cars come without keys or history. You 
can score some tremendous deals at these auctions, with running cars often selling for 
$100-$300, depending on the current value of scrap metal in your area. 
 
Insurance and dealer-trade-in auctions can have great deals as well, and most of the time you’ll 
know if the car is a runner or not before you throw up your hand; however, nearly all of these 
auctions require bidders to have a dealer license. 
 
WHERE NOT TO LOOK FOR LEMONS CARS 
-This isn’t a universal rule, but you should be very careful when considering a car for Lemons 
that was originally built for another racing series. There’s an understandable temptation to buy a 
car that has some of the hard stuff (roll cage, seat, harness, etc.) already done, but you need to 
be 100% sure that the acceptable stuff for the other series will also be accepted in Lemons. If 
something is off, you may find yourself worse off than if you’d started from scratch. Familiarize 
yourself with Lemons rules and the How Not to Fail Tech guide, and don’t be shy about asking 
questions directly to Lemons tech officials--their contact info is on our website. 
 
PHIL NOTE: When buying a car that was raced in Lemons before, keep in mind that our tech 
rules have evolved over the years and be sure to compare the hardware that’s in the car with 
the most up-to-date official requirements. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


